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Korean War

1. the Soviet Government never hed any intention of ac- 25X1
TUELLY PErTiclpatlng 1n the Korean War, and would not heve done so even if
the UN forces had succeeded in occupying all of Korea. The Sovlets realized
that active interventilon would have meant the start of the Third World Wer,
for which they were in no sense prepared, Soviet involvement in the Korean
War was limited to staff planning and operational guidarce (exercised through
e special Soviet headquerters in Me.nchu.ria), the assignment of pillots, and, of
course, the; provéslion of militery supplies.

2. the Korean War wes originally & purely Soviet-North Korean 25X1
effalr and, with the Chinese kept au courant, there was no question of
Chinese participation until the UN advence to the Yalu River. Special rep-
resentatives| | were sent from Moscow to 25X1
Pelping to discuse ‘the Korean conflict after the feilure of the original cam-
paign and the advance of the UN forces to the Yalu.

3. | the North Korean attack was launched on specific Soviet 25X1

instructions. The beslc essumptlon was that the US would not react and would

not send trogps into Korea. 1In this connection, the Soviets were fully aware

that the only Amerilcan treops in the Far Eaest were the two poorly-equipped,
poorly-trained, and under-strength divisions then staticned in Japan. The Soviets,
then, had counted on a blitzkrieg that would have been won before the US could
intervene effectively, even had the US intended to do sc. The unexpected US
intervention and the consequent successes of the UN forces in sutumn and winter

1950 vitlated the Soviets' originel plens and placed the USSR in a most embarrassing

position.
L, \‘che initiative for beginning armistice negotiations in Kores 25X1
came from the Soviets. the reasons for this may have been
the following: a) the fac e war was imposing an excessive strain on
the Soviet economy, and b) that the Soviets wa.nted to regein face by-suggesting
SECRET
sTateBEv | x [amwy | x [wawy | x[mr [x [t | Taec [ [ocIEv] x |ONE Ev] x

(Note: Washington Distribution Indicated By “X; Field Distribution By “#".)

25 YEAR RE-REVIEW
Approved For Release 2009/04/30 : CIA-RDP80-00810A004000290008-8




6.

T

9-

10.

- were held on Soviet territory,

Approved For Release 2009/04/30 : CIA-RDP80-00810A004000290008-8

25X1

SECRET

2=

an srmistice. Another possible reason may have been that it was hoped that
the initial armistice talks would give the Chinese and North Koreans a breathing-
spell that could be used to re-group their forces for a new attack,

‘ whether the Army, the Party, cr the Ministry of Foreign
Affsirs was the most critical of the handling of the Korean War. However, there

were two schools of thought within the Genersl Staff: one held that the whole 25X1
war had been miserably botched, while the other felt that the war was going as

well as could be expected and that the UN forces would eventually be defeated

in the field. The latter was the more general view.

‘ the Soviet diplomatic representation in North Korea did

not play any significant role during the Korean War. The Soviet representa- 25X1
tives simply passed on the Moscow directives to KIM Il-sung. Captain Anatoliy
Erastovich Vasilyev, former member of the MVD rezidentura attached to the North
Korean Government,w }when the North Korean Government fled across

the border into Manchuria in 1950, the Soviet Embassy fled with it and was more 25X1
or less scattered in the general rout. Vesilyev also stated that Colonel Ivan
Alekseyevich Vashkin, MVD rezident attached to the North Korean Government, was
severely disciplined for abandoning his post without permission during the 1950
retreat.

KIM Il-sung visited Moscow in 1949 as the head of a North Korean delegation.

On &t least o a8 there he had e personal conversation

with Stalin. ~ |importent decisions

had been resched. 444J25X1

after the start of the Korean Wer, that they may well have been
connected with the eventual North Korean attack.

Sino-Soviet Relations

l‘ ‘the Soviet leaders do not trust fully the Chinese and the 25X1

North Koresn lesders, but has no information on the possibility of differences
etween the Chinese and Soviets. | ‘
while the Soviets insist that the Chinese turnm over to them all Types 25X1
of information they possess, the Soviets in turn glve the Chinese no more than
they have to.

| 5 the Chinese  25X1
hed planned to atteck Formose in 1950, Although the Chinese lacked enough

landing craft and other vessels, 1t was the opinion of both the Soviets and

Chinese themselves that a successful atteck on Formose could be made using e

lerge number of refts to transport the troops., This echeme was abandoned

pecsuse of the naval blockade by the US Seventh Fleet. |the 25X1
US nevel blockade wae considered by the Soviets as & very shrewd move.

Chinese plans in southeastern Asia 25X1
when the Soviets recognized the Viet Minh regime, & militery mission
nd Inte

e gence personnel were sent from Moscow to meke a study of the situation.
Several meetings hetween Fo (nih Mivh rnd top Soviet leefews, ineludllng Shalin,

o 25X 1

Chih Minh often held meehlags with MAU Tee-tunyg somewherc in China.
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